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Foreword 

Within the Catholic education sector, the foundation stone for every 

aspect of the work of a school is the fundamental belief that all creation 

has its origin and ultimate destiny in God, who as Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, is Love, and whose plan for creation is that it should thrive and 

flourish. It is furthermore founded on Jesus Christ’s statement that he 

came into the world so that all people might ‘have life and have it to the 

full’ (John 10:10).  

In consequence, ‘true education enables us to love life and opens us to 

the fullness of life’ (Pope Francis, 10/05/14[1]), that is: it both teaches us 

the truth about what is and forms us to respond to and shape reality in a 

way that is life-giving and good. 

  

The Catholic education sector thus welcomes A Curriculum for Wales – 

A Curriculum for Life[2], recognising that its principles of a holistic 

education, teaching children and young people about the world and 

equipping them with the life-long skills to be flexible, adaptable, resilient, 

and with the character strengths necessary for full human flourishing 

(and so fulfilling their gifts and potential), are aims shared by a Catholic 

vision for education and formation. 

 

 

[1] Address of Pope Francis to Students and Teachers from Schools 

across Italy (10/05/14) 

[2] Welsh Government; 2015; A curriculum for Wales – a curriculum for 

life 

 

 

A ‘school is not enclosed within boundaries and schedules; it goes 

beyond them, it offers an educational program for the whole of life.’ 

(Pope Francis, March 23)  

 



Catholic education strives to offer students every opportunity to develop 

their talents to the full through their academic work, spiritual worship and 

extracurricular activities. Within Catholic schools, each individual is seen 

as made in God's image and loved by Him. (CES)  

 

Rationale of Religious Education  

● Religious Education is central to the educational mission of the Church.  

‘At the heart of Catholic education lies the Christian vision of the human 

person. This vision is expressed and explored in Religious Education.’  

 ● Religious Education is ‘the core of the core curriculum.’ ‘Therefore, 

Religious Education is never simply one subject among many, but the 

foundation of the entire educational process. The beliefs and values studied in 

Catholic religious education inspire and draw together every aspect of the life 

of a Catholic school… All pupils have the right to receive an overall education 

which will enable them, in the light of the faith of the Church, to engage with 

the deepest questions of life and find reasons for the hope which is within 

them. Religious Education is, then, the core subject in a Catholic school.’ 

● Religious Education is the systematic study of the teaching of the 

Church and the mystery of Christ and is a rigorous academic subject in 

its own right. Religious Education is regarded as an academic discipline 

with the same systematic demands and the same rigour as other 

disciplines. 2  As such it is to be taught, developed and resourced with 

the same commitment as any other subject.  

“Excellence in religious education, then, will be characterised by a 

clarity of succinct religious learning objectives and of key content, by 

appropriate methodologies, rigour, richness of resources, achievement 

of identified outcomes and accurate methods of assessment. Classroom 

RE will be a challenging educational engagement between the pupil, the 

teacher and the authentic subject material.” 3 

 ● Whilst evangelisation and catechesis are happening in our school for 

some pupils, the specific contribution Religious Education makes to the 

Catholic Life of the school is primarily educational and will be planned, 

taught, assessed and monitored with the same rigour as other 

curriculum subjects. 

 ● The outcome of Classroom Religious Education as stated in the 

Religious Education Directory is: “religiously literate and engaged young 

people who have the knowledge, understanding and skills – appropriate 



to their age and capacity – to reflect spiritually, and think ethically and 

theologically, and who are aware of the demands of religious 

commitment in everyday life”.4  

1 Religious Education in Catholic Schools, Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 2000, para 4 

 2 Religious Education Curriculum Directory, Department of Catholic Education and Formation, 

Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 2012, p.3  

3 Religious Education in Catholic Schools, Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 2000, para 7 

 4 Religious Education Curriculum Directory, Department of Catholic Education and Formation, 

Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 2012, p.6 

 

 The Aims of Religious Education  

The Aims of Religious Education as stated in the RED, 2023 are:  

1. to engage in a systematic study of the mystery of God, of the life and 

teaching of Jesus Christ, the teachings of the Church, the central beliefs 

that Catholics hold, the basis for them and the relationship between faith 

and life;  

2. to enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological 

understanding and be able to communicate this effectively;  

3. to present an authentic vision of the Church’s moral and social 

teaching to provide pupils with a sure guide for living and the tools to 

critically engage with contemporary culture and society;  

4. to give pupils an understanding of the religions and worldviews 

present in the world today and the skills to engage in respectful and 

fruitful dialogue with those whose worldviews differ from their own; 

 5. to develop the critical faculties of pupils so to bring clarity to the 

relationship between faith and life, and between faith and culture;  

6. to stimulate pupils’ imagination and provoke a desire for personal 

meaning as revealed in the truth of the Catholic faith;  

7. to enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through religious 

education to their understanding of other subjects in the curriculum.  

 

 

 



 

Objectives  

Our objectives are:  

● To communicate the Christian message in a manner appropriate to the 

age and life experience of the children, and to ‘live’ our Mission 

Statement- ‘Learning and Loving, Caring and Sharing, through the 

Message of Christ’; 

 ● To provide opportunities for experiencing prayer, to pray 

spontaneously, to teach the formal prayers of the church and to 

encourage children to pray liturgically, preparing them for the celebration 

of Mass;  

● To encourage home, school and parish links through involvement in 

the Mass, feasts, festivals and assemblies;  

● To introduce the children to the Liturgical Year;  

● To develop pupils’ ability to form relationships and be part of a living 

and loving community;  

● To promote and encourage among pupils active, committed 

participation of the life of the church and community  

● To follow the Religious Education Directory (RED) ‘To Know You More 

Clearly’;  

● To focus on the needs of the individual learner when delivering the RE 

curriculum  

● To develop cross-phase links through visits and the transfer of 

information with our feeder high school, St Joseph’s Catholic and 

Anglican High School 

 

Religious Education - Curriculum Time Allocation 

 10% of curriculum time is allocated to Religious Education. This does 

not include Prayer and Liturgy. Teaching and Learning Catholicity is not 

only evident in our religious lessons and in prayer and liturgy, but 

permeates the whole curriculum.  

Religious Education is fundamental to the spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development of our pupils.  



In this respect our Religious Education enables our children to:  

● develop a sense of awe and wonder towards God's creation;  

● develop a moral awareness as they reflect on the human condition and 

their own and others’ lives in the light of the Christian message, and 

 ● appreciate the dignity of human existence within the immediate 

school, parish and local community and in the wider world.  

Programme of Study  

To fulfil the above aims and to address the areas of study outlined in the 

Religious Education Directory, 2023 – ‘To know you more clearly’ - St Mary’s 

staff have been working collaboratively  to create planning and guidance for 

the new RED.  

The programme of study has 4 structural elements:  

Knowledge lenses - set out the object of study for pupils; they indicate what 

should be known by the end of each agephase. 

 Ways of knowing -set out the skills that pupils should be developing as they 

progress through their curriculum journey.  

Expected outcomes - are a synthesis of the content outlined in the knowledge 

lenses and the skills described in the ways of knowing.  

Curriculum branches - are the way this programme of study presents its model 

curriculum.  

The model curriculum presents the expected outcomes in six curriculum 

branches. These branches are:  

1. Creation & Covenant  

2. Prophecy & Promise  

3. Galilee to Jerusalem  

4. Desert to Garden 

5. The Ends of the Earth 

6. Dialogue & Encounter  

 

 

 

 



Methodology  

A variety of teaching and learning strategies will be used from across the 

curriculum adapted appropriately to the needs, interests and learning styles of 

pupils.  

Inclusion and Equality  

All pupils in our school, irrespective of ability, faith and background will have 

appropriate differentiated access to the Religious Education programme.  

The governing body has wider responsibilities under the Equalities Act 2010 

and will ensure that our school strives to do the best for all of the pupils, 

irrespective of disability, educational needs, race, nationality, ethnic or 

national origin, sex, gender identity, religion or sexual orientation or whether 

they are children looked after.  

Right of withdrawal from RE, V & E 

Parents may request that their child be withdrawn from Religious Education, 

and schools must consider such requests, although they are not required to 

alter their curriculum to accommodate them. 

Other Faiths  

Through branch 6: Dialogue and encounter, pupils learn how Christians work 

together with people of different religious convictions and all people of 

goodwill towards the common good, respecting the dignity of all humanity.  

They will also encounter other pathways of belief drawing on the teaching of 

the Church about intercultural dialogue.  

‘Dialogue’ and is an exemplification of the Church’s teaching on the 

relationship between Catholicism and other Christian traditions, between 

Catholicism and Judaism, between Catholicism and other religions, and 

between Catholicism and non-religious or atheistic worldviews.  

It is called ‘dialogue’ because it focuses on the importance of dialogue as the 

only authentic way of living faithfully in a pluralistic world.  

In ‘Encounter’ pupils engage in a discrete study of other faiths, religions, and 

worldviews, modelled on the concentric circles of Ecclesiam Suam.  

As they progress through school, pupils will study:  

• Other Christian denominations  

• Judaism 

 • Islam  



• Dharmic religions and pathways 

 • Other religions and worldviews, including non-religious worldviews.  

 

Assessment, Monitoring, Recording and Reporting  

 

This takes place through:  

● Information observations of children working in classes, delivering 

assemblies/ worship, etc 

● Teacher feedback - verbal and written comments in children’s 

workbooks 

● Discussions in professional meetings such as staff meetings, planning 

meetings 

● Scheduled formal Learning Walks 

●Scheduled book looks and opportunities to listen to learners enabling  

● Informal sharing of the children’s work 

● Monitoring of teaching and learning to share good practice; 

 ● Observing/ involvement in prayer and liturgy  

● Pupil Progress meetings 

● Reporting on progress and achievement in Religious Education to 

parents/carers in a written report at the end of each academic year.  

● Reporting on Religious Education to governors 

● Celebrating the children’s successes and achievements in RE 

 

Leadership of RE, V & E 

Mrs Emma Wilkinson has overall responsibility for the leadership of 

Religious Education, Values and Ethics, RSE and Prayer and Liturgy at 

St Mary’s.  

Mrs Wilkinson works in close partnership with Mrs Rachel Acton 

(Headteacher) to lead R.E.V & E, RSE and Prayer and Liturgy 



throughout the school. Mrs Robertson, Miss Davies and Mrs Hall have a 

role to play in the development of Prayer and Liturgy in the school. 

 

Policy Monitoring and Review  

This policy will be monitored, evaluated and reviewed by the 

Headteacher, R.E. V & E Leader and the Mission and Purpose SAC. 

The policy is updated every year, in line with the governors’ policy 

review schedule.The policy will next be reviewed in February 2028. 


